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SUTTACENTRAL 


Samadhi is both a gathering and a fire 


ebt-translation 


sujato #1 November 10, 2016, 3:08am 


As is well known, the Pali term jhdyati, better known in noun form as jhàna, draws upon two 
distinct roots, which take the same form in Pali. The two roots are to “burn, glow, illuminate” and 
to “consider, ponder, ruminate". 


It seems that the term samadhi, which is usually synonymous with jhàna in the EBTs, also draws 
on dual roots. This seems so obvious that I am surprised that I am surprised; probably someone 
has written about this; heck, I’ve probably done it myself! 


The PTS dict acknowledges two main senses for the verb form samadahati, to gather or assemble, 
and to kindle a fire. The first sense is clearly the primary one in the context of meditation. 
However the second sense is well attested in Bhikkhu Pacittiya 56, which lays down an offence 
for a monk who lights a fire. Unfortunately, the rule analysis does not define samadahati. 


In the past I have thought—and taught—that here it meant to "assemble" or put together the 
materials for the fire. However, this is incorrect, so I apologize to those I have misled. , . The rule 
states that it is an offence to samadahati a fire, and this must be "kindling" the flame, rather than 


merely assembling the materials. 


While this dual sense is correctly acknowledged in the dictionary and translations, the 
dictionary gives only one etymology, to ádahati!, which itself derives from dahati!. Here the root 


is similar in meaning to the derived form, meaning to "put" or "place". 


However there is also a term dahati?, to burn. This must be the sense that is prominent in the 
“kindling” of fire. Thus samadahati should be acknowledged to have two roots, or perhaps to be 
two distinct words. However in samadhi the two senses would seem to be combined, in 
agreement with the very widespread use of imagery of light and radiance in the context of deep 


meditation. 


The text that triggered this inquiry was SN 7.9. There, the Buddha is criticizing a brahmin for 
thinking that purity comes from lighting the sacred flame. 


Ma brahmana daru samadahano 
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When youre kindling the firewood, brahmin, 
Suddhim amafifii bahiddha hi etam; 


don't imagine this is purity, for it’s just an external. 


This is of course part of the standard Buddhist critique of meaningless rituals. The ritual persists 
today; brahmanical priests still perform the agnihotra. 





Sorry, my bad, that’s 


Moving on! In the next verse, the Buddha says: 


Hitvà aham brahmana darudaham 

I've given up kindling firewood, brahmin, 
Ajjhattamevujjalayami jotim 

now I just light the inner flame. 


Here daharh must belong to dahati?, and since this echoes the previous verse, samadahati there 


must draw on the same root. The next lines emphasize this even more: 


Niccaggini niccasamahitatto, 

Always blazing, always converged (=“akindle”), 
Araham aham brahmacariyam carami. 

Iam a perfected one living the spiritual life. 
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Wow, so being on fire is directly paralleled with being in samadhi! 


As so often in verse, the exact sense is a little ambiguous. In some cases, the past participle 
samahita is said to have the sense of “comprised of” rather than samadhi in the sense of deep 
meditation, although I can't find strong support for this. (See AN 8.59, SN 2.6) It is possible, I 
guess, that the term here means something like "always steady in oneself". If it does refer to 
actual samadhi, it must be somewhat of a poetic expression, because the Buddha was obviously 
not literally in samadhi all the time. 


Still, regardless of the exact interpretation, the connection between samadahati and fire is clear 
and strong. This is a rather interesting counterpoint to the whole nibbàna as the going out of the 
flame thing. And another interesting question: I wonder whether samadhi in the Hindu tradition 
retains the "fire" sense at all? 


Incidentally, in the same sutta we have a clear allusion to one of my favorite Upanishadic 
dialogues, Brihadaranyaka 4.3. 


In SN 7.9, after the previously-discussed verses, the Buddha goes on to develop a set of 
correlations between a brahmins ritual equipment and various ethical qualities. Such point-by- 
point analogies are highly characteristic of the Upanishads, as they endeavor to evolve a higher 
spiritual sense of the Vedic rituals. By itself, however, this is not really remarkable enough to 


conclude there's an Upanishadic parallel. However, we find the Buddha saying: 


Attà sudanto purisassa joti 
The well-tamed self is the light of a man. 


This is a very close analogue with the Brihadaranyaka, where King Janaka asks: 


yajfiavalkya, kim-jyotir ayam purusa iti 
Yajfiavalkya, what is the light of a man? 


Given that the terms for "light" and “man” here both have multiple possible synonyms, their 


concurrence here is unlikely to be an accident. The text enters into a playful dialogue between 





the king and the sage, until finally Yajfiavalkya is made to divulge that the self (atman) is a 





mans true light. As to what that self is: 
yo yam vijfianamayah pranesu, hrdy antarjyotih purusah 


Itis that man made of consciousness among the vital energies/senses, the inner light of the 
heart. 
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As always, while the language is clearly related, the Buddha avoids the metaphysical 
implications, preferring a practical and ethical teaching. 


34 Likes 


UPED Samadhi (definition) 
Are Chinese Agamas less reliable than Pali Nikayas? 
Question for Pali-knowers re: Kumara Bhikkhu's translations 


Pali / Sanskrit relationships to Semitic languages 


SCMatt #2 November 10, 2016, 4:40am 


Awesome! I was doing some etymological digging on my own into sati/jhana/samadhi to try to 
contribute to the wiki. This post goes much deeper and opens whole new dimensions of meaning 
though. 


In my digging, I noticed that jhana and samadhi might share a similar PIE root: 
dhé- To set, put. 


Would the relationship there between jhana and samadhi, be “placing” and “placed together” 
respectively? 
sujato: 
If it does refer to actual samadhi, it must be somewhat of a poetic expression, because the 
Buddha was obviously not literally in samadhi all the time. 
What about the 5 spiritual faculties? I got the impression that those faculties become more and 


more prominent along the path. 


Also, samadhi definitely seems to have a range of meaning. From the very broad to the very 
specific. If we “stick” with the fire metaphor, and jhana is the blazing of a fire, then a broad 
samadhi might mean kindling or tending to a fire even in an almost embered state (so that it 
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could be brought to blaze again). 
Another old fire word is tapas, but I dont think that has any positive connotation in the suttas. 


1 Like 


sujato #3 November 10, 2016, 10:45am 


SCMatt: 
I noticed that jhana and samadhi might share a similar PIE root: 
dhé- To set, put. 


Really? Can you give me a reference for that? 


SCMatt: 


» 


Would the relationship there between jhàna and samadhi, be "placing" and "placed together’ 
respectively? 


It seems unlikely, but let me check the etymology first. 


SCMatt: 
What about the 5 spiritual faculties? I got the impression that those faculties become more 
and more prominent along the path. 


Well yes, but again, we can't be too literal about these things. Samadhi is a state of meditation. 


SCMatt: 


samadhi definitely seems to have a range of meaning. From the very broad to the very 
specific 


Not in the EBTs. In significant doctrinal contexts it almost always refers to jhana. The "almost" 
includes a small number of references to esoteric meditations that are even more advanced 
(signless samadhi and so on), as well as a small number of poetic or ambiguous contexts. It was 


only in later years that it came to be applied to very weak states of concentration. 
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SCMatt: 


Another old fire word is tapas 


Indeed, good point. Tapas is actually used about 50/50 in a bad (i.e. self-mortification) and a good 


(i.e. relentless effort) sense. 


2 Likes 


Letizia 4 November 10, 2016, 12:28pm 


sujato: 


However in samadhi the two senses would seem to be combined, in agreement with the very 
widespread use of imagery of light and radiance in the context of deep meditation. 


Great topic Bhante. By coincidence, I am attempting at translating AN 3.101 these days, and of 
course the work of the goldsmith comes to mind as the 'fiery', more refined stage of the process - 
the preliminary, ‘watery’ stage being carried on by the dirt-washer panning or washing gold. 





Tamenam suvannakaro và suvannakarantevasi và jatarüpam müsayam pakkhipitva dhamati 


sandhamati niddhamati. 


The root dham seems to convey both a sense of ‘blowing’ ‘fanning’ and ‘kindling’ ‘melting’ - with 
reference to the actions performed by the goldsmith (= bhikkhu intent on the adhicitta/jhana) so 
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that the gold placed in the crucible (collected, gathered) is finally 
free from dross, pliant, malleable, & luminous. It is not brittle, and is ready to be worked. 


So while the verbal roots are different, it would seem the same point is being made here, linking 
fire-heat-luminosity and samadhi. (sorry for the diacritics, still have troubles with Palipad). 


Kindling the inner fire ... 





7 Likes 


Gabriel #5 November 10, 2016, 3:10pm 


Interesting details! especially as the specific terms jhana and samadhi seem to get prominence 
only around the Buddha's time. And as usual I don't believe he just made terms up, but that they 
were immediately understood by his contemporaries. 

On the other hand it's really not surprising for terms to gravitate towards a fire-connotation. 
wheel/cart/horse and fire are probably among the most natural clouds of meanings around the 
proto-language of the aryans (yoga, yuj etc. for another cart-harness metaphor that spiraled into 
spirituality). 

So another question and problem to resolve I guess is - even with a direct root connected to fire - 
how close that meaning is to the surface of the word. If a contemporary of the Buddha heard it, 
would ‘fire’ resonate strongly, mildly, or hardly? 
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The following is from “An Etymological Dictionary of the Proto-Indo-European Language” 2007, 


, «€ 


from the database of Pokorny’s "Indogermanisches Etymologisches Wörterbuch”. In that work at 


least I couldn't find “dhé- To set, put”, only the well-known “dher- , dhero-" of dharati... 


[quote] dheg"h- - 

English meaning: to burn, *day 

Material: O.Ind. dáhati , Av. daZaiti "burns" (= Lith. degá , O.C.S. Zego,, Alb. djek ), participle 
O.Ind. dagdhá-h (= Lith. dégtas ), Kaus. dühá yati; dàha-h "blaze, heat", nidüghá -h “heat, 
summer’, Pers. diy “burn brand” (in addition LateGk. óáyoXoc, -ıç ^ red-brown horse “?); Av. 


dax&a- m. “blaze”; [/quote] 


As a word of caution for the casual curious searcher, there are many 'dhe' words that have 


nothing to do with fire, so I guess one has to be a linguist to separate the right roots... 


] Like 


SCMatt #6 November 10, 2016, 5:58pm 


sujato: 


Really? Can you give me a reference for that? 


I might be making leaps of the imagination, so thanks for challenging me on this. 


(Monier-Williams, Sir M. (1988)) entry on samadhi: "putting together" 





from the awesome SanskritDictionary.com 


Also, Venerable Analayo shared your earlier thinking on the subject: 


The noun samadhi is related to the verb samadahati, "to put together" or "to collect", such as 
when one collects wood to kindle a fire. Samadhi thus stands for "collecting" oneself, in the 
sense of composure or unification of the mind.' 

-Anàlayo in “Samadhi and Jhàna" 


So, I was just inferring from these definitions; 
and the SC etymology goes: fr. sam + ā + dha 


that the 'sam/sam' part is together, which seems pretty obviously from PIE root sem- 
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sem- One; also adverbially “as one,” together with. 


the ‘a/a’ is towards 
PIE root ad- 


ad- To, near, at. 
(Latin ad-, to or toward) 


and the ‘dhi/dha’ is from dhe 


dhé- To set, put 
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This is all from the The American Heritage Dictionary Indo-European Roots Appendix. 





Jhàna/dhyàna I'm a lot less clear on, went down some rabbit holes on this one: dhi, dha... What 


does “mfn.” mean? 


as in — mfn. putting, placing 


Can't really tell... but maybe dhyana is closer to PIE dher- as in dharana? 


sujato: 


Not in the EBTs. In significant doctrinal contexts it almost always refers to jhana. 


Ok, I accept that as true. However, even within the jhana context it has a range of usage, right? 


For instance; samma samadhi = the 4 jhanas, but the second jhana has the piti-sukha born of 


samadhi? 


1 Like 


frankk #7 November 10, 2016, 8:04pm 


very cool article bhante! 
what you say makes a lot of sense. 


but i have a question about this part: 
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sujato: 


Not in the EBTs. In significant doctrinal contexts it almost always refers to jhana. The 
"almost" includes a small number of references to esoteric meditations that are even more 


advanced (signless samadhi and so on), as well as a small number of poetic or a 


my impression is that samadhi in the context of meditation/concentration is not just jhana. in 
the satipatthana samyutta (and anuruddha samyutta, closely related), we have several discourses 
where satipatthana, jhana, seem to overlap or be synonymous, as well as incorporating right 
effort. for example, the SN satipattana sutta about the skillful cook who gains promotions and 
bonuses from the king, which uses keywords like ekaggatta and samadhi (happening while doing 
satipatthana) without referring to jhana. so if jhana is synonymous with samadhi, then isn't it 
jhana synonymous with 4 satipatthana as well? in one of the chinese agama satipatthana sutta 
parallels, they do include the 4 jhanas and their 4 similes as part of kaya-anupassana. are they in 
the same strata as EBT? 


there are the suttas where anuruddha is asked how he become mighty and powerful, and he says 
it's because of satipatthana, no jhana and no samadhi mentioned. and then there are suttas 
where anuruddha and other arahants based on 4 satipatthana attain arahantship, no mention of 
jhana and samadhi. now i can't imagine how one could attain arahantship without jhana, so 
when you consider all of those suttas together in bojjhanga SN, satipatthana SN, etc, the only 
way this can be coherent is if samadhi encompasses all of these: samma sati (4 satipatthana), 
samma vayamo , samma samadhi, 4 iddhipada. in other words they overlap with one another, 
and we can not make clear separation between them. 


so in MN 44(or 43), culavedalla sutta 

samadhi-khandha is defined as including right concentration, right effort, right mindfulness. 
samadhi-nimittas are defined as the 4 satipatthana 

samma samadhi is defined as ekaggata citta 


ok, so MN 44 and other pali suttas are not considered EBT, but shouldn't we still take them into 
consideration when they make sense and corroborate what a simple straightforward reading of 
EBT passages suggest? 


and even if we accept the hypothesis that samadhi in EBT is always synonymous with jhana, that 
still is a very broad statement. in AN 1, there's are 3 suttas where metta practice is pretty much 
equated to jhana, they're located right around the famous pabhassara citta sutta, whatever 
number that is. and then later in AN 1 (300’s or 400’s i think), there's a whole vagga where it 
includes first those other samadhi-khandas, 4 satipattha, 4 vayamo, 4 iddhipada and most of the 
other 37 bodhipakkhiya as being jhana practice. 
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there are 2 suttas i can think of where "wrong jhana" is discussed (as i recall “samadhi” is not 


used, just jhana), those being a type of jhana that are based on any one of the 5 hindrances. 


» «t 


and of course the numerous suttas frequently using the passage with “jhayati”. “the is our 


» 


message to you, find a foot of a tree, practice jhana (jhayati) 


that frequent admonishment to jhayati is directed to disciples of various skill levels, it's hard for 
me to imagine how jhana, if it can be a wrong jhana based on 5 hindrances, could only mean a 
type of samadhi where one loses all awareness of the anatomical body, can't hear, can't think. 
how would a wrong-jhana like tantra work then? and if novices newly ordained are being told to 
go to a foot of a tree and jhayati, it would make more sense in the 4 satipattha sense of being the 
nimittas of samadhi. 


sorry if my tone appears confrontational, the intent is not to argue or be rude. i'm just a plain 
speaking earnest disciple in search of truth, and i'm open to changing my mind if i can see 


evidence that's convincing. 


sujato: 


Not in the EBTs. In significant doctrinal contexts it almost always refers to jhana. 


2 Likes 


SCMatt #8 November 10, 2016, 9:35pm 


frankk: 


the SN satipattana sutta about the skillful cook who gains promotions and bonuses from the 
king 


SN47.8 The Cook 





Interesting, I've never read that one. I'll wait for what Bhante says. 


frankk: 


there are 2 suttas i can think of where "wrong jhana” is discussed (as i recall “samadhi” is not 


used, just jhana), those being a type of jhana that are based on any one of the 5 hindrances. 
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you might be referring to this one? AN11.9 - the verb is jhayati and in the Thanissaro translation 
on SC the quote goes "he absorbs himself with it, besorbs, resorbs, & supersorbs" 


sujato #9 November 10, 2016, 9:56pm 


No worries, @frankk . I won't address all of these here, because I dealt with them in detail in A 
Swift Pair of Messengers. 


SCMatt: 


went down some rabbit holes on this one: dhi, dha 


Dhi is the root for jhana, or one of them. Dhà is the root for dharana and dhamma. From what 
you ve shown, these all seem to be distinct from the root(s) for samadhi. Remember, though, that 
all PIE roots are conjectural. 


SCMatt: 


even within the jhana context it has a range of usage, right? 
Umm, I guess? I mean, that’s pretty much a nuance, not really a distinct meaning. 


SCMatt: 


What does “mfn.” mean? 


“Masculine/feminine/neuter”. Basically it means that the word derives its form from the word in 
the sentence that it relates too. Most of the time this applies to adjectives, so if the noun is 
masculine, the adjective is also masculine, and so on. In older dictionaries these were labelled as 
adjective, but the category is in practice somewhat broader than that so a more general 


terminology was adopted (or so I infer, I have never seen a discussion of this.) 


1 Like 


frankk #10 November 11, 2016, 4:05am 
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i'm also very interested to hear what Bhante says. i read the entire “swift pair of messengers” 
within the last 3 years, and i just did a digital search on the book for SN 47, did not see that sutta 
with the cook (SN 47.8) referenced in the book. 


here's one relevant passage and illl highlight some key words 


Sa kho so, bhikkhave, pandito byatto kusalo sido labhi ceva hoti 
acchadanassa, labhi vetanassa, labhi abhiharanam. Tam kissa hetu? Tatha 
hi so, bhikkhave, pandito byatto kusalo südo sakassa bhattu nimittam 
ugganhati. Evameva kho, bhikkhave, idhekacco pandito byatto kusalo 
bhikkhu kaye kayanupassi viharati ātāpī sampajano satima, vineyya loke 
abhijjhadomanassam. Tassa kaye kayanupassino viharato **cittam ** 

> samüdhiyati, upakkilesa pahiyanti. So tam nimittam ugganhati. Vedanasu 
vedananupassi viharati ... pe ... citte cittanupassi viharati ... pe ... 
dhammesu dhammaànupassi viharati atàpi sampajano satima, **vineyya loke ** 
> abhijjhadomanassam. Tassa dhammesu dhammanupassino viharato cittam 
> samadhiyati, upakkilesa pahiyanti. So tam nimittam ugganhati. 

Sa 

kho so, bhikkhave, pandito byatto kusalo bhikkhu làbhi ceva hoti 

dittheva dhamme sukhaviharanam, làbhi hoti satisampajaífifiassa. Tam 
kissa hetu? Tatha hi so, bhikkhave, pandito byatto kusalo bhikkhu 

sakassa cittassa nimittam ugganhatt"ti. 


b.bodhi translation of part of it: 


While he dwells contemplating phenomena in 

phenomena, his mind becomes concentrated, his corruptions are 
abandoned, he picks up that sign. 

"Ihat 

wise, competent, skilful bhikkhu gains pleasant dwellings in this very 
life, and he gains mindfulness and clear comprehension. For what reason? 
Because, bhikkhus, that wise, competent, skilful bhikkhu picks up the 


sign of his own mind." 


note that dhamma-sukha-vihara (pleasant dwellings) in other suttas is synonymous for either 
the first 3 jhanas (udayi sutta AN 6.29), and in AN 4.something samadhi bhavana sutta it is 
defined as 4 jhanas. 


so here you have learning the nimitta of samadhi in the simile directly referring to the 4 
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satipatthana. and you have “samadhi” happen within the 4 satipattha as it’s being practiced, and 
then the cook getting rewarded by the king is explained as one getting “pleasant abiding” (of 
samadhi), i.e. jhana. the 5 hindrances are a subset of the upak-kilesas. and not explicitly stated in 
this sutta but other suttas it’s explicit that right effrot is the one administering the beat down on 
those upak-kilesas. 


now whether this sutta is EBT or not, there are a lot more suttas where the same sort of thing is 


going on where you can't cleanly separate jhana from 4 satipatthana from right effort. 


here's somethings that's definitely EBT. 
in the standard definition of 3rd jhana: 


piitiya ca viraga / piti fades out 

upekkako ca viharati / equanimous he abides 

sato sampajanno / mindful and clearly comprehending 

sukhan ca kayena patisamvedeti / pleasure with the body he experiences 

yam tam ariya acikkanti / that those noble-ones declare 

upekkhako satima sukha viharaya ti / equanimious mindful, pleasantly he abides 
tatiyam jhana upasampajja viharti / 3rd jhana he enters and dwells in. 


note there's the “sukha vihara” pleasant abiding. and note that “sato and sampajano’ is active, 
one is not in a frozen state where no contemplation of phenomena can take place. in one of the 
first 3 suttas in satipatthana SN 46, "sati" of "sati and sampajjana" is recursively defined as 4 
satipatthana. "sampajanno" is defined as awareness of various body postures and movements. 
But later on in that samyutta, and also in samadhi bhavana sutta AN 4.something, "sati and 
sampajnna’ is defined as contemplating the 5 aggregates in terms of their cause, rise, fall. 


so the 4 satipatthana, right effort, jhana, pleasant abiding, supressing of 5 hindrances, it’s all 
happening within jhana, within satipatthana all simultaneously. now i'm still pretty raw pali 
student but i can guarantee if there were grammatical reasons in pali why 4 satipatthana and 
jhana aren't simultaneously happening, there would be many experts who would have pointed 
this out already since the jhana controversies have been going on for a long time. 


SCMatt: 


frankk: 


the SN satipattana sutta about the skillful cook who gains promotions and bonuses from 
the king 
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SN47.8 The Cook 





Interesting, I’ve never read that one. Ill wait for what Bhante says. 


frankk: 


there are 2 suttas i can think of where “wrong jhana" is discussed (as i recall “samadhi” 
is not used, just jhana), those being a type of jhana that are based on any one of the 5 


hindrances. 


you might be referring to this one? ANI1.9 - the verb is jhayati and in the Thanissaro 
translation on SC the quote goes “he absorbs himself with it, besorbs, resorbs, & supersorbs” 


1 Like 


sujato #11 November 11, 2016, 4:12am 


frankk: 


did not see that sutta with the cook 


My bad, I just checked, and while I did refer to it in the appendix to Swift Pair (A.16), this was just 
in passing, and it is A History of Mindfulness 12.9 that I was thinking of. Still, even there I don't 
really go into it in detail. 


frankk #12 November 11, 2016, 4:30am 


you might be referring to this one? ANI11.9 - the verb is jhayati and in the Thanissaro 





translation on SC the quote goes "he absorbs himself with it, besorbs, resorbs, & supersorbs" 


yes, that's the one. 
both for the skillful horse and unskillful horse, the type of right or wrong jhana they're doing is 
not the kind of jhana and samadhi that bhante is talking about. 
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sujato #13 November 11, 2016, 7:28am 


frankk: 


he absorbs himself with it, besorbs, resorbs, & supersorbs 
It's English, Jim, but not as we know it. Here's my translation: 


Harboring sensual desire within, they meditate and concentrate and contemplate and 


ruminate. 


4 Likes 


Linda #14 November 11, 2016, 7:30am 


frankk: 


so MN 44 and other pali suttas are not considered EBT 


?? curious why not? 


] Like 


sujato #15 November 11, 2016, 7:40am 


I'll let Frankk speak for himself, but generally speaking, in a loose sense I take the EBTs as the 4 
nikayas, 6 early books of the Khuddaka, the Vinaya (except the Parivara), and corresponding 
texts in Chinese, Sanskrit, and Tibetan. This is the corpus that, on the whole, stems from the 


earliest period. 


However, not all the texts within this corpus are equally early, and there are a number of texts 
that are widely agreed upon as belonging to later strata within this. In some cases, such texts are 
clearly composed at a later date, as with, say, the Lakkhana Sutta (DN 30). Others are comprised 
mainly of early material, but edited together at a later date. DN 33 and DN 34 are the most 
obvious examples of this; I would include MN 10/DN 22 Satipatthana. 
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MN 43 and MN 44 are often cited as examples of this sort, although I am not sure that the case 


here is so compelling. Perhaps they were early texts that underwent expansion. 


3 Likes 


Linda #16 November 11, 2016, 7:41am 


Harboring sensual desire within, they meditate and concentrate and contemplate and 
ruminate. 


Whew! I always found that "besorbs, resorbs, & supersorbs" a bit difficult to absorb. I remember 
when I first read BB’s translation I had to look up those words in an English dicitonary. 


] Like 


sujato #17 November 11, 2016, 7:44am 


Linda: 


I had to look up those words in an English dicitonary 


Did you find them? 


frankk #18 November 11, 2016, 5:50pm 


"be-sorb, re-sorb, ..." is Ven. Thanissaros translation. my guess is he's trying to be consistent with 


his translation of jhana as "absorption." 


the key point, why i quoted that passage, is to show that jhayati is used in ways that does not 
equate with how Ajahn Brahm defines jhana. this is all in response to Bhante Sujato's quote 


(responding to matt): 


matt said: samadhi definitely seems to have a range of meaning. From the very broad to the very 


specific 
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bhante's response: 

Not in the EBTs. In significant doctrinal contexts it almost always 

refers to jhana. The “almost” includes a small number of references to 
esoteric meditations that are even more advanced (signless samadhi and 
so on), as well as a small number of poetic or ambiguous contexts. It 

was only in later years that it came to be applied to very weak states 


of concentration. 


regarding the last part of Bhante Sujatos quote, according to the Buddha Ist jhana is a weak state 
of concentration, in AN 3.102 about the goldsmith simile, here's b.bodhi's translation of relevant 


section 


“So too, bhikkhus, when a bhikkhu is devoted to the higher mind, (1) 

there are in him gross defilements: bodily, verbal, and mental 

misconduct. An earnest, capable bhikkhu abandons, dispels, terminates, 

and obliterates them. When this has been done, (2) there remain in him 

middling defilements: sensual thoughts, thoughts of ill will, and 

thoughts of harming. An earnest, capable 

bhikkhu abandons, dispels, terminates, and obliterates them. When this 

has been done, (3) there remain in him subtle defilements: thoughts 

about his relations,556 thoughts about his country, and thoughts about his reputation.557 
An earnest, capable bhikkhu abandons, dispels, terminates, and 

obliterates them. When this has been done, then there remain thoughts 

connected with the Dhamma.558 That concentration is not peaceful and sublime, not gained 
by full tranquilization,559 not attained to unification, but is reined in and checked by 
forcefully suppressing [the defilements].560 


here's the pali for that 


"evamevam kho, bhikkhave, santi adhicittamanuyuttassa bhikkhuno olarika upakkilesa 
kayaduccaritam vaciduccaritam manoduccaritam, tamenam sacetaso bhikkhu dabbajatiko 
pajahati vinodeti byantikaroti anabhavam gameti. tasmim pahine tasmim byantikate santi 
adhicittamanuyuttassa bhikkhuno majjhimasahagata upakkilesa kamavitakko 
byapadavitakko vihimsavitakko, tamenam sacetaso bhikkhu dabbajatiko pajahati vinodeti 
byantikaroti anabhavam gameti. tasmim pahine tasmim byantikate santi 
adhicittamanuyuttassa bhikkhuno sukhumasahagata upakkilesa fiativitakko 
janapadavitakko anavafifiattipatisamyutto vitakko, tamenam sacetaso bhikkhu dabbajatiko 
pajahati vinodeti byantikaroti anabhavam gameti. tasmim pahine tasmim byantikate 
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athaparam dhammavitakkavasissati VAR. so hoti samadhi na ceva santo na ca panito 
nappatippassaddhaladdho na ekodibhavadhigato sasankharaniggayhavaritagato VAR hoti. 
so, bhikkhave, samayo yam tam cittam ajjhattamyeva santitthati sannisidati ekodi hoti VAR 
samadhiyati. so hoti samadhi santo panito patippassaddhiladdho ekodibhavadhigato na 
sasankharaniggayhavaritagato. yassa yassa ca abhififia sacchikaraniyassa dhammassa cittam 
abhininnameti abhififia sacchikiriyaya tatra tatreva sakkhibhabbatam pàpunati sati 


satiayatane. 


that samadhi is not peaceful and sublime, but it’s still called a samadhi, and vitakka and vicara 
mean ordinary sense of thinking, and it exists in that weak samadhi, but it’s thinking that’s not 
connected with 5 hindrances. now first jhana is not explicitly called out, but look at the next 
keyword that pops up. 


note the "ekodi-bhavan" from the samadhi that IS peaceful and sublime. the standard definition 
of 2nd jhana contains the same "ekodi-bhavan" . 

so by the sandwich theorem, the "weak concentration, (samadhi term explicitly used) can only 
be referring to first jhana. 


the guarding of the sense doors at the beginning of the passage is right effort part 1, and it's still 
active in the "weak concentration" of first jhana that contain thinking related to the dhamma. 


i'm guessing Bhante Sujato classifies this sutta as non EBT? 


2 Likes 


frankk #19 November 11, 2016, 6:04pm 


i don't know whether culavedalla sutta is EBT, it's just a guess based on the the catechism format. 
my main point is that it seems like every juicy sutta passage i quote relevant to the 
jhana/samadhi controversies always gets cast aside as being non-EBT therefore not valid 
evidence. 


maybe next year illl find the time to put together everything i've got on the jhana samadhi 
controversy into an ebook. 


it's always a struggle to find time. 
ko jafifia maram suve / who knows, death, tomorrow? 
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raivo #20 November 11, 2016, 7:49pm 


frankk: 


regarding the last part of Bhante Sujatos quote, according to the Buddha Ist jhana is a weak 
state of concentration, in AN 3.102 about the goldsmith simile, here's b.bodhi's translation of 


relevant section 


It’s actually in AN 3.101 


Linda #21 November 11, 2016, 10:17pm 


@sujato @frankk Frank @SCMatt 


in a loose sense I take the EBTs as the 4 nikayas, 6 early books of the Khuddaka, the Vinaya 
(except the Parivara), and corresponding texts in Chinese, Sanskrit, and Tibetan. This is the 
corpus that, on the whole, stems from the earliest perid 


Thanks, that’s how I think of it as well with some texts within that being later than others. 
MN 43 and MN 44 are often cited as examples of this sort 


Interesting, I wasn't aware of this. Any references? MN 44 happens to be one of my all-time 


favorite suttas so I'm always particularly interested it it Œ 
“be-sorb, re-sorb, ...” is Ven. Thanissaro’s translation. 

yeah, my mistake, BB's translation of the AN wasn't even out yet when I read it 
Did you find them? 


He he, if I recall correctly, no, except for ‘resorbs’ which I knew as a medical term (e.g. the 


process of bone resorption) ! Ido remember being puzzled. 


1 Like 
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sujato 222 November 11, 2016, 10:45pm 


frankk: 


that samadhi is not peaceful and sublime, but it's still called a samadhi 


Indeed, this is one of the very few places where samadhi is referred to pre-jhana. 


Of course, like all such unusual cases, it is a one-off sutta, not one of the hundreds of texts where 
the Buddha laid out clearly and explicitly his path to liberation, and in which jhana and samadhi 
are invariably equated. You can't just take one saying and use it to throw out everything else the 
Buddha said on the subject. 


But if we look at the text, I'm afraid it doesn't support your interpretation. After describing the 


weak samadhi, it goes on to describe "proper" samadhi: 
cittam ajjhattamyeva santitthati sannisidati ekodi hoti samadhiyati 


This refers to jhana. That is to say, after the weak samadhi, which is mentioned only here, and 
which is never said to be part of the path or adequate for reaching awakening, the meditator 
reaches "real" samadhi aka jhana, which is the path (in AN 4.170 the exact phrase is followed 
with Tassa maggo safijayati), and which does lead to awakening (sakkhibhabbatam papunati). 


Such passages should be read for what they are: interesting expansions that shed new light on 
details that are not covered so explicitly in the main texts. They don't replace the mainstream, 


explicit definitions of the path and path factors found in so many other places. 


Forgive me, I don't mean to be dismissive, because I know you're only trying to understand the 
Dhamma. So I really am sorry to insist on this point. But I just can't understand why people—and 
not just you by any means!—seem so intent on finding some new, radical meaning in the suttas. 
The texts that youre talking about make up well under 1% of the texts on this topic in the suttas. 
The other 99% talk about samadhi as equivalent to jhana. By any standards, this is an astonishing 


degree of consistency. 


It’s hardly surprising that in a teaching career spanning 45 years, the Buddha would occasionally 
use words in different ways. Maybe it's just boring to say that, when the Buddha said that A-B 


again and again and again, he really just meant that A=B. 
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But I would not be so concerned with this point if I had not seen this and similar arguments used 
so very many times as a starting point which ends up very quickly by saying, you don't need to 
get deep meditation, heck, just be mindful and you'll be a stream-enterer in no time! I'm not 


saying this is your intent, just that it is something I have seen often. 


frankk: 


i'm guessing Bhante Sujato classifies this sutta as non EBT? 


For the record, I don't go around classifying suttas as EBT and non-EBT. What I do is to look at 
particular texts and passages in context and see if there are any reasons for taking it to be 
authentic or not. Such judgments are not made on the basis of whether it agrees with my 
personal views, but on a wide range of textual criteria. Only if a number of independent criteria 
point in the same direction do I reach a conclusion with any degree of confidence. 


8 Likes 


sujato 223 November 11, 2016, 11:01pm 


Linda: 


Any references? MN 44 happens to be one of my all-time favorite suttas 


Nothing off hand, but you should check Analayos essay on it. 


Linda #24 November 12, 2016, 12:37am 


thanks, I have that & will reread. 


mikenz66 #25 November 12, 2016, 12:49am 


Hi Bhante 
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sujato: 
The texts that youre talking about make up well under 196 of the texts on this topic in the 


suttas. 


Thanks for the thoughtful posts. I guess you'd put AN 4.41 in the 1 percent? Have you written 
about that sutta? 


sujato 226 November 12, 2016, 12:58am 


No; here samadhi just means jhana. The operative term here is bhàvana. In the suttas this means 
"development" in the sense of "making more of" something. It is literally a causative form from 
the root "to be", which has the sense of making something bigger, more, or better, etc. 


So the "development of samadhi" in this case doesn't mean "how to get samadhi". It means, "what 
do you do to take samadhi even further, where does it go from here, how do you grow it". 


These are four ways of taking samadhi further. The first is simply by repeating and reinforcing 
by practice your basic common-or-garden variety samadhi, i.e. the four jhanas. In such contexts 
we regularly find such phrases as dsevati, bhaveti bahulikaroti (cultivates, develops, makes much 
of). Le., do it again and again and you'll get better at it. 


The remaining three kinds of "development of samadhi" are not three things that replace 
samadhi. They are three meditative practices for someone who already has samadhi, and wants 
to go further, by developing psychic powers (2), improving mindfulness as a basis for insight (i.e. 
"bare awareness") (3), and of course the insight into impermanence that leads to awakening (4). 


And yes, I have written about this, in Swift Pair I believe. 


3 Likes 


mikenz66 427 November 12, 2016, 4:57am 


Bhante, 


sujato: 
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So the “development of samadhi” in this case doesn't mean “how to get samadhi”. It means, 
“what do you do to take samadhi even further, where does it go from here, how do you grow 


» 


it. 


Thanks for the clarification. That reading is not particularly apparent from the translations. 


frankk #28 November 12, 2016, 6:35am 


from AN 4.41 samadhi-bhavana sutta (b.bodhi trans.) 


(3) "And what is the development of concentration that leads to 

mindfulness and clear comprehension? Here, a bhikkhu knows feelings as 

they arise, as they remain present, as they disappear; he knows 

perceptions as they arise, as they remain present, as they disappear; he 

knows thoughts as they arise, as they remain present, as they 

disappear.720 This is the development of concentration that leads to mindfulness and clear 
comprehension. 


this is similar to MN 111 anupada (one after another sutta) where sariputta is doing that while IN 
first jhana, second, third jhana, etc. and the smoking gun is that it's only in the attainment of the 
na-sanna-na-asanna-ayatana (neither perception nor non perception dimension) and sanna- 
vedita-nirodha attainment that one has to emerge from that attainment to be able to reflect and 


examine what happened during the attainment 
the same “sato and sampajanno’ is part of the standard 3rd jhana formula. 


also in AN 9.36 jhana sutta, one can do the same contemplations on the 5 aggregates and attain 


nibbana while IN jhana. 


in the cook sutta SN 47.8 (a few posts above i quote pali/english and give detailed comments) 
satipatthana and samadhi are happening at the same time. 


in MN 78, we have a detailed process of samadhi development, with a noticable omission of 1st 
jhana and skipping directly to 2nd jhana, but if you look carefully and make appropriate 
inferences, it's making the same point as the goldsmith simile sutta (AN 3.102 ) regarding what 
kind of skillful thinking is happening while IN first jhana (basically vitakka synonymous with 
the 3 kinds of samma sankappo ) 
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one of samma sankappo is abyapada, which any of the 4 brahmaviharas qualify under. the 
standard 4BV formula all include "vipulena, mahaggatena, a-byapajjena. 


so it’s pretty safe to infer from this sutta MN 78 at the very least first jhana can be done at the 


same time as a brahma vihara 


and in AN 8.63 
all 4 brahmaviharas are explicitly referred to as types of samadhi. 
same with 4 satipatthanas. 


and here all of those 8 samadhis can be done with (b.bodhi trans.)" with thought and 
examination; you should develop it without thought but 

with examination only; you should develop it without thought and 

examination. You should develop it with rapture; you should develop it 

without rapture; you should develop it accompanied by comfort; and you 

should develop it accompanied by equanimity. 


somewhere in sambojjhanga samyutta and in other places, 4 brahmaviharas are linked to 4 


formless attainments. 


i have no problem with the statement that in meditation contexts samadhi is always equivalent 
with jhana, but that’s because i understand jhana in a broader sense than ajahn brahm, using the 
occams razor straightforward reading of the suttas where vitakka and vicara mean thinking and 


evaluation, kaya means anatomical body. 


so in third jhana standard formula, “sukhanca kayena patisamvediti", sukha is experienced in 
anatomical body simultaneously while one is contemplating cause, rise, fall of the 5 aggregates 


with the "sato sampajanno part of standrd 3rd jhana formula) described in AN 4.41. 


i don't believe the goldsmith simile sutta (AN 3.100 ) is a one off situation saying something 
unusual from the 99% of the suttas. in the standard definition of first jhana and second jhana, it 
is only in second jhana where the specialized terms “ekodi-bhavan, samadhi-jam piti-sukham” 
first appear. standard first jhana formula is described as “vivekajam, piti-sukham’, effectively 
making the same point as AN 3.100 in a concise way: that is, first jhana is weak, the buddha won't 
even deign to call it “samadhi”, you have to wait till vitakka and vicara to drop out in second 


jhana before its worthy of being called samadhi. 


ajahn brahms definition of first jhana is that you can't hear sounds, your body has disappeared, 
you can't think until after you ve emerged from that samadhi, contrary to AN 9.36 and MN 111 
(and one or 2 more suttas) where only the 8th and 9th samadhi attainments requires emerging 
from. 
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sujato #29 November 12, 2016, 7:25am 


mikenz66: 


That reading is not particularly apparent 


I agree, it needs to be clearer. Let me see ... 


frankk #30 November 12, 2016, 10:41pm 
here's another sutta that agrees with the AN 3.100 gold smith sutta about first jhana being weak 


notice after 5 hindrances, there's satipatthana practice, and then it skips directly to 2nd jhana, 
which means Ist jhana IS (or at least it can overlap if one has sufficient passadhi-bojjhanga) the 


satipatthana supressing the 5 hindrances. 


MN 125 excerpt, b.bodhi trans.: 


"Having thus abandoned these five hindrances, imperfections of the 
mind that weaken wisdom, he abides contemplating the body as a body, 
ardent, fully aware, and mindful, having put away covetousness and grief 
for the world. He abides contemplating feelings as feelings... mind as 
mind... mind-objects as mind-objects, ardent, fully aware, and mindful, 
having put away covetousness and grief for the world.1176 

23."Just 

as, Aggivessana, the elephant tamer plants a large post in the earth 

and binds the forest elephant to it by the neck in order to subdue his 
forest habits...and to inculcate in him habits congenial to human beings, 
so these four foundations of mindfulness are the bindings for the mind 
of the noble disciple in order to subdue his habits based on the 
household life, to subdue his memories and intentions based on the 
household life, to subdue his distress, fatigue, and fever based on the 
household life, and in order that he may attain the true way and realise 
Nibbana. 

24.“Then 

the Tathagata disciplines him further: ‘Come, bhikkhu, abide 
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contemplating the body as a body, but do not think thoughts of sensual 
desire. Abide contemplating feelings as feelings...mind as 
mind...mind-objects as mind-objects, but do not think thoughts of sensual 
desire.’1177 

25."With 

the stilling of applied and sustained thought, he enters upon and 

abides in the second jhana...the third jhana...the fourth jhana. 


2 Likes 


Can you hear sound and feel body in jhana? 


frankk #31 November 12, 2016, 10:49pm 


so along with AN 3.100, MN 78, MN 125, 

there's also the standard samma sati formula with the refrain that appears 4 times, once for each 
satipatthana: 

"vineyya loke abhijja domanassam" / having abandoned (or one must abandon? grammar 
ambiguous) covetousness and grief regarding the world. 


so that refrain is not just right effort doing its job, you ve supressed covetousness and grief, and 
your thoughts are connected with dhamma youre in the first jhana, or right at the entrance. all 
you have to do is just passambhayam kaya and citta sufficiently and youre in first jhana. 


and it makes it very clear what vitakka and vicara are doing in first jhana as it overlaps with 4 
satipatthana. 


Coemgenu #32 September 21, 2018, 5:27am 


sujato: 


I wonder whether samadhi in the Hindu tradition retains the "fire" sense at all? 


In SA 197 the text speaks of the Buddha "entering fire-samadhi" (A X =f). Googling "fire 


samadhi" reveals a host of various meditative practises and seemingly parahistorical references 
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to this practise, ranging from vajrayana esoteric visualization to tales of a supernormal ability to 


alter the body temperature, and even spontaneously combust. 


I wonder if there is any relation. Is “fire samadhi” here a later addition? Is there any other EBT 


substantiation of something called fire-samadhi? 


] Like 


SCMatt #33 September 21, 2018, 4:57pm 


Coemgenu: 


supernormal ability to alter the body temperature 


Russian scientists studied the "tummo" practice of Tibetan yogis and found the physical 
mechanism behind the trick, nothing superhuman. If I remember correctly it's just 
hyperoxygenation and a diet aimed at activating brown fat (adipose tissue). Wim Hof now 
teaches his own method which is also just hyperoxygenation. No mantras, no visualizations, no 
initiation, no deities. 


Coemgenu #34 September 21, 2018, 5:46pm 


SCMatt: 


Russian scientists studied the "tummo" practice of Tibetan yogis and found the physical 
mechanism behind the trick, nothing superhuman. 


Some of the accounts of fire samadhi were reasonable. Some involved the generation of physical 
flames out of the body, like in the miracle described in SA 197. 


2 Likes 


SCMatt #35 September 21, 2018, 5:53pm 
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cjmacie #36 September 21, 2018, 8:07pm 


I've heard that the jayati/jhana sense relating to fire can be understood in terms of the slow, 


steady burn of, say, an oil lamp, rather than the flaming / blazing sense. 


Frankly, that makes a lot of sense, empirically. 


sujato #37 September 22, 2018, 12:53am 


cjmacie: 
the jayati/jhana sense relating to fire can be understood in terms of the slow, steady burn of, 


say, an oil lamp, rather than the flaming / blazing sense. 


Well, yes, jhdyati is used a few times in the sense of an oil-lamp burning, where it is implied as a 
metaphor for meditation. But the root of the idea, I believe, stems back to the Vedas, specifically 
the Gayatri Mantra, where dhi refers to the rising sun which propels the mind towards 
awakening. 


3 Likes 


cjmacie #38 September 22, 2018, 4:08am 


The image of the rising sun also has a sense of dawning steadiness and intensity that would make 


sense as a metaphor for entering absorption. 


1 Like 


anon87721581 #39 September 30, 2018, 5:00pm 
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samadhi, the fire that dispels the darkness of ignorance. 


bishka #40 October 18, 2018, 2:11am 


Great explanation 
Cheers 


1 Like 


Khemarato.bhikkhu #41 April 28, 2019, 6:50am 


sujato: 


SN 7.9 


“Homage to the straightforward ones”. . c5 
I love it! Thanks Bhante (J) 


2 Likes 


Sunyo #42 August 30, 2019, 7:55am 


I like it @sujato , as always when the abstract is made more alive and concrete. But I think the 


two "samadhis" of ‘kindling’ and ‘bringing together’ are not that different that we could say they 


are different concepts/roots. 


Because when you're kindling a fire you bring together a fire source (like a coal) into a bunch of 


grass or whatever. And then you bring that burning grass together with the wood, another kind 


of kindling. 


I was reminded of this thread when reading (= stumbling across) Chandogya 6.7.5 which uses 


upasamadhdaya in exactly this sense. I don't know Sanskrit well, but it seems a form of samadhi. 


Upa- denoting probably direction. Bringing together from above (upa-), i.e. "covering". 
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So I think ‘bringing together’ is the basic meaning of samadhi, just applied to the specific case of 
starting a fire, where it got a slightly more technical (but not really different) meaning. And this 
meaning is indeed played with in the context of meditation, which is interesting. But I think 
meditation samadhi originally was derived just from the primary meaning. (Also because that 


makes more sense pragmatically.) 


Side note: In Dutch I don't think there's an equivalent to “kindling”. The closest I can think of is 
“aanmaken” = “on-making’”, i.e. to ignite. Just shows how language-dependent it all is. English is 
a very rich language compared to some others, so sometimes maybe it's tempting to think certain 
ideas are distinct which in other languages/cultures are seen as more connected. (Which is part 


of Sujatos point, I suppose.) Anyway I'm starting to ramble now. 
Bye! metta to all SC-goers. 
Edut: Oops replied to linda. Didn't intend to do that. 


] Like 


sujato #43 August 30, 2019, 8:11am 


Interesting point. Also it seems the English word "kindle" enjoys a similar semantic spectrum: it 
is derived from or at least influenced by the word "kind" in the sense of "sort, type", i.e. "kin", 


which in a causative sense gives “beget”, "have children", “produce”, i.e. “kindle”. 


kind | Origin and meaning of kind by Online Etymology 
Dictionary 








Meaning: "class, sort, variety," from Old English gecynd "kind, nature, race," related to 


cynn "family" (see kin), from... See more definitions. 


5 Likes 


Nava #44 June 25, 2021, 12:39am 


Well I will give my own intuitive understanding of the word “Samadhi”. I am guessing many 
places in north east India use the word ‘samadhi’ in funeral cards, when somebody in family dies. 
I have seen it in Bengal. 
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The root word 'sam means, even, equal, coherent, together, balanced, all pervading, complete, 
unbiased etc. ‘a’ means above and ‘dhi’ means intellect as in ‘Buddhi’ (fem) or Buddho (mas). I 


pondered why jhang’, ‘dyana’ would be compared with the metaphor of ‘death’? 


Well ‘jhana’ is a withdrawal and gradual turning of senses and mind (intellect) inward and going 
beyond the five even six sensory physical 3D world to develop insight and awaken intelligence 
into the nature of Mind, Self and Reality. I do not know if anyone sees it this way. But Iam 
putting it out there anyway. 


1 Like 


Leon #45 June 26, 2021, 10:25am 


Hello Bhante A 


sujato: 


It seems that the term samadhi, which is usually synonymous with jhāna in the EBTs, also 
draws on dual roots. 


sujato: 


I wonder whether samadhi in the Hindu tradition retains the “fire” sense at all? 


UPED Samadhi (definition) 





The root of samadhi is in fact the verb dahati, with the primary meaning of “gather” and 
secondary meaning of "fire" 


As I read them, these statements are (potentially) a bit misleading. I'd like to clarify: 


As you note, in Pali the present form dahati is ambiguous insofar as it can be connected with the 
verbs 'to burn' and 'to put'. In Sanskrit however, the same present forms are easily 
distinguishable, cf. dáhati ‘she burns’ and dádhāti ‘she places’. The corresponding PIE roots are 
*dheguh- ‘to burn’ and *dheH- ‘to place’. [please excuse lack of superscript]. 


Formally, samadhi can only be connected with the verbal base ‘to put’. 
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sujato #46 June 28, 2021, 10:44pm 
Thanks for the clarification. A 


1 Like 


llt #47 July 2, 2021, 3:01am 


Coemgenu: 


I wonder if there is any relation. Is "fire samadhi" here a later addition? Is there any other 


EBT substantiation of something called fire-samadhi? 


There are some passages like this in all four of the agamas, including both Samyukta Agamas, 


and quite a few other texts. Some examples: 


AKA 
KB ER 
AKZ 
AJE 
AKTE 
AKE 
AKE 




















It seems to me that there is also an association between samadhi and heat in the Sarvastivada 
dhyana tradition, through the stage of prayoga. Of the four nirvedhabhagiyas of prayoga, the 
first is usmagata (heat). Vasubandhu describes this as a fire that burns defilements. 


Daoists also connected “samadhi” with “fire”, in the context of internal alchemy. But they instead 
used the terminology “true fire of samadhi” (= EX), or “spirit-fire of samadhi” (=R). 


= 


The older form of the character E was i&, with connotations of alchemy and immortality. The 


aw 
































character i& in turn includes 5i! which is an early type of bronze cauldron used for rituals. In the 











context of internal alchemy and meditation, the cauldron became the body. An early form of 5i! 
in the bronze script: 
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The Daoist phrase “true fire of samadhi” (— Hx) also made its way into Journey to the West. It's 
now kind of in the “pop culture” far beyond the people who are just interested in ancient 


religions and such. Apparently it’s even the name of some barbecue restaurants. 
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